A Smarter National Surveillance System for
Occupational Safety and Health in the U.S.

The Need for a Smarter System

The current national surveillance system for occupational safety and health
in the U.S. is fragmented and incomplete. It relies heavily on voluntary
reporting, which means that many injuries and illnesses go unreported. The
data that is collected is often not standardized, making it difficult to
compare data from different sources.
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This lack of a comprehensive and accurate surveillance system makes it
difficult to identify the most serious occupational safety and health hazards,
track trends over time, and evaluate the effectiveness of prevention
programs. As a result, workers are not as well-protected as they could be.

A Smarter System
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A smarter national surveillance system for occupational safety and health
would be one that is:

* Comprehensive: |t would collect data on all occupational injuries and
illnesses, regardless of severity. * Accurate: It would use standardized
data collection methods to ensure that the data is reliable. * Timely: It
would collect data in a timely manner so that it can be used to inform
prevention programs and policies. * Accessible: It would make data
available to researchers, policymakers, and the public so that it can be
used to improve occupational safety and health.

Benefits of a Smarter System

A smarter national surveillance system for occupational safety and health
would have a number of benefits, including:

* Improved prevention: A better understanding of the occupational safety
and health hazards that workers face would allow us to develop more
effective prevention programs. * Earlier intervention: By tracking trends
over time, we could identify emerging hazards and intervene before they
cause serious injuries or ilinesses. * More effective evaluation: A better
surveillance system would allow us to evaluate the effectiveness of
prevention programs and policies so that we can make improvements. *
Better protection for workers: A smarier surveillance system would help
us to ensure that workers are better protected from occupational injuries
and illnesses.

How to Create a Smarter System

Creating a smarter national surveillance system for occupational safety and
health will require a concerted effort from all stakeholders, including



government agencies, businesses, labor unions, and researchers.
The following are some key steps that need to be taken:

* Establish a national standard for data collection: All data collected on
occupational injuries and illnesses should be standardized so that it can be
compared from different sources. * Create a central repository for data:
All data collected on occupational injuries and illnesses should be stored in
a central repository so that it can be easily accessed by researchers,
policymakers, and the public. * Invest in research: More research is
needed to develop new and better ways to collect and analyze data on
occupational injuries and illnesses. * Educate employers and workers:
Employers and workers need to be educated about the importance of
reporting occupational injuries and ilinesses so that the data collected is
accurate and complete.

A smarter national surveillance system for occupational safety and health is
essential to protecting workers from injuries and illnesses. By taking the
steps outlined in this article, we can create a system that is comprehensive,
accurate, timely, and accessible. This will allow us to better identify
hazards, track trends, and evaluate the effectiveness of prevention
programs. Ultimately, a smarter surveillance system will help us to better
protect workers and ensure that they have a safe and healthy workplace.
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