
Activists, Bureaucrats, and the Creation of the
Legalistic State: Chicago in Law
The legalistic state is a form of government in which the law is the supreme
authority. This means that all government actions must be based on law,
and that the law is binding on all citizens. The legalistic state is often seen
as a bulwark against tyranny, as it prevents the government from acting
arbitrarily or oppressively.

However, the legalistic state can also be a source of oppression, as it can
be used to suppress dissent and to maintain the status quo. In the United
States, the legalistic state has been used to justify a wide range of policies,
from the internment of Japanese Americans during World War II to the
mass incarceration of African Americans in the present day.
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In this book, we explore the role of activists and bureaucrats in the creation
of the legalistic state, using Chicago as a case study. We examine how
activists used the law to achieve their goals, and how bureaucrats shaped
the implementation of those laws. We also discuss the impact of the
legalistic state on Chicago's development, and how it has shaped the city's
present-day politics and culture.

Chapter 1: The Rise of Activism in Chicago

The late 19th and early 20th centuries were a time of great social and
economic change in the United States. The Industrial Revolution led to the
growth of cities, and the influx of new immigrants from Europe and Asia
transformed the American population. These changes created a number of
social problems, including poverty, crime, and disease.

In response to these problems, a new generation of activists emerged in
Chicago. These activists were committed to using the law to improve the
lives of the city's residents. They worked to establish new social welfare
programs, to regulate businesses, and to protect the rights of workers and
minorities.

One of the most important activist organizations in Chicago was the Hull
House. Founded in 1889 by Jane Addams and Ellen Gates Starr, Hull
House was a settlement house that provided a variety of social services to
the city's poor and working-class residents. Hull House also served as a
center for activism, and its residents played a key role in a number of
progressive causes, including the fight for women's suffrage and the
establishment of the minimum wage.



Another important activist organization in Chicago was the Chicago Urban
League. Founded in 1916, the Urban League worked to improve the lives
of African Americans in the city. The Urban League provided a variety of
services, including job training, housing assistance, and legal aid. It also
worked to fight discrimination and to promote racial equality.

Chapter 2: The Bureaucratization of Activism

As the activist movement in Chicago grew, it became increasingly
bureaucratized. This was due in part to the need to manage the growing
number of social welfare programs that were being established. It was also
due to the need to coordinate the efforts of the various activist
organizations that were working to improve the city.

The bureaucratization of activism had a number of consequences. On the
one hand, it allowed activists to achieve greater scale and impact. On the
other hand, it made activist organizations more vulnerable to co-optation by
the government and by powerful interests.

One of the most important bureaucratic developments in the history of
Chicago activism was the establishment of the Chicago Community Trust in
1915. The Community Trust was a philanthropic organization that provided
funding to a variety of social welfare programs in the city. The Community
Trust was controlled by a board of trustees that was appointed by the
mayor of Chicago. This gave the mayor a great deal of influence over the
distribution of charitable funds in the city.

The establishment of the Community Trust had a number of consequences
for Chicago activism. On the one hand, it provided a much-needed source



of funding for social welfare programs. On the other hand, it gave the
mayor a great deal of control over the direction of activism in the city.

Chapter 3: The Impact of the Legalistic State on Chicago

The legalistic state has had a profound impact on the development of
Chicago. The law has been used to shape the city's economy, its politics,
and its culture.

One of the most important ways in which the law has shaped Chicago's
economy is through the regulation of business. The city's zoning laws, for
example, have been used to control the location and size of businesses.
The city's environmental regulations have been used to protect the city's air
and water quality.

The law has also played a role in shaping Chicago's politics. The city's
charter, for example, establishes the structure of the city government. The
city's election laws determine how elections are conducted. The city's
campaign finance laws regulate the way in which candidates for office raise
and spend money.

The law has also had a significant impact on Chicago's culture. The city's
public art laws, for example, have been used to promote the arts in the city.
The city's historic preservation laws have been used to protect the city's
architectural heritage.

The legalistic state is a complex and evolving phenomenon. It has the
potential to be both a force for good and a force for evil. In Chicago, the
legalistic state has been used to achieve a number of important social



reforms. It has also been used to suppress dissent and to maintain the
status quo.

The future of the legalistic state in Chicago is uncertain. However, the city's
history of activism suggests that the people of Chicago will continue to use
the law to fight for a more just and equitable society.
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