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High atop remote peaks, amidst rugged wilderness, stand the silent
sentinels of Oregon's forests: fire lookouts. These isolated outposts,
manned by brave and dedicated individuals, have played a crucial role in
protecting our natural heritage from the ravages of wildfire.

In "Fire Lookouts of Oregon: Images of America," renowned photographer
and historian John Shewey captures the breathtaking beauty and historical
significance of these iconic structures. Through stunning black-and-white
and color photographs, Shewey transports us to the rugged landscapes of
Oregon's backcountry, where fire lookouts stand as timeless guardians.

The book tells the stories of the men and women who have dedicated their
lives to fire prevention and suppression. They are the "lookouts," whose
keen eyes and unwavering vigilance have saved countless acres of forest
and protected countless lives. We learn about their daily routines, their
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challenges, and their profound connection to the wilderness they
safeguard.

Fire Lookout on Smith Rock, Central Oregon

A Timeless Legacy
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Fire lookouts have a long and storied history in Oregon. The first lookouts
were established in the late 1800s, as the state's vast timber industry
expanded. These early lookouts were simple structures, often little more
than a platform atop a tree or a rudimentary tower.

As the threat of wildfire grew, so did the need for more sophisticated
lookouts. In the early 1900s, the U.S. Forest Service began constructing a
network of lookout towers, strategically located on high points throughout
the state. These towers were typically made of wood or steel, with a glass-
enclosed cab at the top.

Fire Lookout on Mount Hood, Western Oregon
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Life on the Lookout

Life as a fire lookout was often solitary and demanding. Lookouts worked
long hours, often alone, with only the companionship of the wilderness
around them. They were responsible for scanning the horizon for smoke,
using binoculars and other tools to pinpoint the location of any potential
fires.

In the days before advanced communications, lookouts would use smoke
signals, mirrors, or telephones to report fires. They would also keep a daily
log of their observations, recording weather conditions, wildlife sightings,
and any other notable events.



Fire Lookout Cabin on Steens Mountain, Eastern Oregon

A Changing Role

With the advent of new technologies, the role of fire lookouts has evolved
over the years. Today, many lookouts are equipped with advanced
detection equipment, such as infrared cameras and lightning sensors. This
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technology allows lookouts to detect fires more quickly and accurately, but
it has also led to a decline in the number of lookouts in operation.

Despite the changing technology, the importance of fire lookouts remains.
They continue to play a vital role in wildfire prevention and suppression,
and they serve as a reminder of the rich history of human interaction with
the Oregon wilderness.
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Modern Fire Lookout Tower in Eastern Oregon
Preserving the Legacy

In recent years, there has been a growing movement to preserve and
restore Oregon's historic fire lookouts. Many lookouts have been
abandoned or fallen into disrepair, but dedicated volunteers and
organizations are working to bring these iconic structures back to life.

"Fire Lookouts of Oregon: Images of America" is a testament to the
enduring legacy of these remote outposts. Through Shewey's evocative
photography and compelling storytelling, the book invites us to appreciate
the beauty, history, and importance of Oregon's fire lookouts.

Whether you are a history buff, a nature lover, or simply fascinated by the
human spirit, "Fire Lookouts of Oregon: Images of America" is a must-read.
It is a celebration of the men and women who have dedicated their lives to
protecting our forests and a reminder of the timeless connection between
humans and the wilderness.
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