
Missions, States, and European Expansion in
Africa: Uncovering the Hidden History of the
Scramble for Africa
The colonization of Africa by European powers during the late 19th century,
known as the Scramble for Africa, has been predominantly examined
through the lens of political and economic factors. However, the role of
Christian missions has often been overlooked, despite their significant
involvement in this transformative period.
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Missions, States, and European Expansion in Africa aims to rectify this
oversight by offering a comprehensive analysis of the interconnected
relationships between missions, states, and European imperial powers in
the colonization of Africa. This book provides a nuanced understanding of
the complex dynamics that shaped the Scramble for Africa and its lasting
impact on the continent.
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Chapter 1: The Rise of Christian Missions in Africa

This chapter traces the origins and growth of Christian missions in Africa,
examining their motivations, strategies, and impact on local societies. It
explores the diverse range of missionary organizations involved, their
theological perspectives, and the challenges they faced in their efforts to
spread Christianity.
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Chapter 2: Missions and European Imperialism

This chapter investigates the complex relationship between Christian
missions and European imperial powers. It examines the ways in which
missions facilitated European expansion, providing justifications for
colonization and assisting in the establishment of colonial administrations.

The chapter also explores the tensions that arose between missions and
imperial governments, as missionaries often pursued their own agendas
and challenged colonial policies.

Chapter 3: Missions and African States

This chapter analyzes the interactions between Christian missions and
African states. It examines how missions sought to engage with and
influence local rulers, and how African leaders responded to the presence
of missionaries.

The chapter also discusses the role of missions in mediating between
African states and European powers, and their influence on the
development of African nationalism.

Chapter 4: The Impact of Missions on African Societies

This chapter assesses the multifaceted impact of Christian missions on
African societies. It examines the changes brought about by the of
Christianity, including the establishment of schools, hospitals, and
infrastructure.

The chapter also explores the social and cultural transformations that
occurred as a result of missionary activity, including the emergence of new
forms of religiosity and social organization.



Chapter 5: The Legacy of Missions in Africa

This chapter examines the lasting legacy of Christian missions in Africa. It
assesses their role in shaping the continent's religious landscape,
educational systems, and social structures.

The chapter also discusses the ongoing debates surrounding the legacy of
missions, including their contributions to the development of Africa and their
role in the perpetuation of colonial ideologies.

Missions, States, and European Expansion in Africa provides a
comprehensive and nuanced analysis of the intertwined roles of missions,
states, and European powers in the colonization of Africa. This book sheds
light on a crucial but often overlooked aspect of history, offering a deeper
understanding of the complex dynamics that shaped the Scramble for
Africa and its lasting impact on the continent.

By exploring the intricate relationships between these three actors, this
book contributes to a more comprehensive understanding of the
colonization of Africa and its enduring legacy.
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