
Rothbard vs. the Philosophers: A Radical
Critique of Modern Thought
Murray N. Rothbard's magnum opus, Rothbard vs. The Philosophers, is a
radical critique of modern thought. In this book, Rothbard argues that
modern philosophy is based on a misunderstanding of human nature and
that its solutions to social problems are therefore doomed to failure.
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Rothbard begins by examining the work of the Enlightenment philosophers,
such as John Locke and Jean-Jacques Rousseau. He argues that these
philosophers made a fundamental error in their understanding of human
nature. They believed that humans are essentially rational creatures who
are capable of making sound judgments about their own interests.
However, Rothbard argues that humans are actually much more emotional
and irrational than the Enlightenment philosophers believed. We are often
swayed by our passions and desires, and we are not always capable of
making rational decisions.
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Rothbard's critique of modern philosophy does not stop with the
Enlightenment philosophers. He also examines the work of later
philosophers, such as Karl Marx and John Maynard Keynes. He argues
that these philosophers have made the same fundamental error as the
Enlightenment philosophers: they have misunderstood human nature. Marx
believed that humans are essentially class-conscious beings who are
destined to engage in class struggle. Keynes believed that humans are
essentially consumption-oriented beings who can be manipulated by
government spending. Rothbard argues that both of these views are based
on a false understanding of human nature.

Rothbard's critique of modern philosophy is not merely academic. He
believes that the errors of modern philosophy have had a devastating
impact on the world. He argues that the welfare state, the regulatory state,
and the warfare state are all based on the false ideas of modern
philosophy. These institutions have led to widespread poverty, inequality,
and oppression. Rothbard believes that the only way to solve the problems
of the world is to reject the errors of modern philosophy and to embrace a
radical individualism based on a correct understanding of human nature.

Rothbard vs. The Philosophers is a challenging and thought-provoking
book. It is a must-read for anyone who wants to understand the intellectual
foundations of the modern world and the problems that it faces. Rothbard's
critique of modern philosophy is both persuasive and timely. It is a reminder
that the pursuit of truth and justice requires a radical rethinking of our most
basic assumptions about the world.
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