
The 124th New York State Volunteers in the
Civil War: A Comprehensive Historical
Account
The American Civil War, a pivotal conflict in the nation's history, witnessed
the formation of countless volunteer regiments. Among them, the 124th
New York State Volunteers emerged as a distinguished unit, leaving an
indelible mark on the course of the war. This comprehensive historical
account delves into the regiment's fascinating story, offering a unique
perspective on the conflict through the experiences of its dedicated
soldiers.
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Formation and Early Engagements

Raised in August 1862, the 124th New York State Volunteers consisted
primarily of men from the counties of Broome, Chenango, Tioga, and
Delaware. Under the command of Colonel George W. Pratt, the regiment
underwent rigorous training at Camp Seward in Elmira, New York.
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In April 1863, the regiment embarked on its military journey, initially
assigned to the IX Corps of the Union Army of the Potomac. They saw their
first combat action at the Battle of Chancellorsville, where they fiercely
defended their position against Confederate advances.

Gettysburg: A Pivotal Moment

The 124th New York State Volunteers played a significant role in the pivotal
Battle of Gettysburg. As part of the III Corps, they arrived on the battlefield
on July 2, 1863, and were immediately engaged in heavy fighting.

On the second day of the battle, the regiment took part in the desperate
defense of Little Round Top, a strategic hill that overlooked the Union lines.
Under intense Confederate fire, the 124th held their ground, repelling
repeated assaults and contributing to the Union's eventual victory.

Subsequent Campaigns

Following Gettysburg, the 124th New York State Volunteers continued their
service in the Army of the Potomac, participating in numerous campaigns,
including the Mine Run Campaign and the Overland Campaign.

During the Siege of Petersburg, the regiment played a vital role in the
construction and defense of earthworks. They also took part in the final
push against Confederate forces, culminating in General Robert E. Lee's
surrender at Appomattox Court House.

Legacy and Impact

The 124th New York State Volunteers mustered out of service in June
1865, having served honorably throughout the war. Their legacy continues



to inspire, reminding us of the sacrifices and bravery of those who fought to
preserve the Union.

The regiment's story is not only a testament to their individual heroism but
also highlights the broader impact of the Civil War on local communities.
The men of the 124th New York State Volunteers left an enduring mark on
their hometowns, where their contributions to the war effort are still
remembered and celebrated.

The 124th New York State Volunteers in the Civil War offers a captivating
account of a dedicated regiment's journey through one of the most
tumultuous periods in American history. Through meticulous research and
engaging narrative, this comprehensive historical account brings to life the
experiences, sacrifices, and triumphs of these brave soldiers.

Whether you are a seasoned Civil War buff or simply seeking to understand
the human dimensions of this pivotal conflict, this book provides a unique
and unforgettable perspective. The story of the 124th New York State
Volunteers is a testament to the indomitable spirit of those who fought for a
cause they believed in.
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