
Unveiling the Lost Splendors of Pamphylia:
Discover the Enchanting Cities of an Ancient
Land

In the tapestry of ancient civilizations, there lies a forgotten realm that
beckons the curious and the adventurous. Pamphylia, a land nestled along
the southern coast of Turkey, was once home to a vibrant confederation of
cities that played a pivotal role in the Mediterranean world. Now, through
the insightful prose of John Grainger, renowned historian and
archaeologist, we embark on a captivating journey through this lost
civilization in his illuminating book, "The Cities of Pamphylia."
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A Journey Through Time and Discovery

"The Cities of Pamphylia" is not merely a historical account; it is an
invitation to explore a bygone era. Grainger's meticulous research, coupled
with his evocative writing style, transports readers to the bustling streets,
imposing temples, and thriving marketplaces of ancient Pamphylian cities.
Each page is adorned with stunning photographs, detailed maps, and
insightful commentary, inviting us to delve into the lives of the people who
inhabited these enigmatic places.

Side: The Pearl of Pamphylia

Our journey begins in Side, the "pearl of Pamphylia," a city that once
rivaled Alexandria in its grandeur. Grainger paints a vivid picture of Side's
marble-paved streets, its towering columns, and its magnificent temple of
Apollo, which still stands today as a testament to the city's former glory. We
stroll through the ancient agora, where merchants traded goods from
across the Mediterranean, and admire the intricate sculptures that adorn
every corner of this once-prosperous metropolis.

Aspendos: The Acropolis on the Eurymedon
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Next, we venture inland to Aspendos, perched on a hilltop overlooking the
Eurymedon River. Here, we marvel at the ruins of the city's colossal
theater, one of the best-preserved Roman theaters in existence. Grainger
describes the theater's remarkable acoustics and the elaborate
performances that once captivated audiences from far and wide. It is easy
to imagine the vibrant colors and lively atmosphere that once filled this
architectural marvel.

Perge: The Birthplace of Legends

Our journey continues to Perge, believed to be the birthplace of the
goddess Artemis. As we explore the ruins of this ancient city, Grainger
unravels the myth and legend that surround it. We wander through the
remains of the Temple of Artemis, where it is said that the goddess was
born, and marvel at the impressive stadium, which hosted gladiatorial
contests and chariot races. Perge offers a tantalizing glimpse into the
religious and cultural life of the Pamphylians.

Other Jewels of Pamphylia

Beyond these iconic cities, "The Cities of Pamphylia" introduces us to a
wealth of other fascinating settlements that once dotted the Pamphylian
coastline. From the port city of Attalia to the Lycian-influenced Olympos,
each city tells a unique story of a thriving and diverse civilization. Grainger's
comprehensive research provides a deeper understanding of the complex
tapestry of cultures that shaped Pamphylia's rich history.

Legacy and Relevance

The ancient cities of Pamphylia not only provide a glimpse into the past but
also offer valuable insights into the present. By studying these civilizations,



we gain a better understanding of the forces that have shaped human
history and the enduring legacy that they have left behind. The ruins of
these once-great cities serve as reminders of the ingenuity, ambition, and
artistic brilliance of our ancestors.

Tourism and Cultural Heritage

In recent years, Pamphylia has emerged as a popular tourist destination,
attracting visitors eager to explore its historical treasures. "The Cities of
Pamphylia" serves as an invaluable guide for travelers seeking to delve
deeper into the region's rich cultural heritage. Grainger's detailed
descriptions and practical advice empower tourists to make the most of
their visit and appreciate the significance of these ancient sites.

Preservation and Conservation

As we marvel at the ruins of Pamphylia, it is crucial to recognize the
importance of preserving and conserving these precious historical sites.
"The Cities of Pamphylia" emphasizes the need to protect these vulnerable
landmarks from the ravages of time and human intervention. Grainger
advocates for responsible tourism and sustainable practices that ensure
the preservation of these irreplaceable cultural treasures for generations to
come.

"The Cities of Pamphylia" is a captivating and comprehensive guide to one
of the most fascinating and overlooked civilizations of the ancient world.
John Grainger's masterful storytelling and meticulous research bring these
lost cities to life, inviting us to journey through their rich history and marvel
at their enduring legacy. This book is not only a valuable resource for
scholars and historians but also an enchanting read for anyone interested
in the wonders of the ancient world. "The Cities of Pamphylia" is a must-



have for travelers, history buffs, and anyone seeking to unravel the secrets
of a forgotten civilization.
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