
William Vollmann Critical Companion: A
Comprehensive Guide to One of the Most
Prolific and Controversial Writers of Our Time
William Vollmann is one of the most prolific and controversial writers of our
time. He has published over 30 books, including novels, short stories,
essays, and journalism. His work has been praised for its originality,
intelligence, and ambition, but it has also been criticized for its violence,
misogyny, and racism.

The William Vollmann Critical Companion is a comprehensive guide to the
work of this complex and challenging writer. This book provides an in-depth
analysis of Vollmann's major works, including Seven Dreams: A Book of
North American Landscapes, Europe Central, and The Ice Shirt. The
Critical Companion also includes a biography of Vollmann, an overview of
his critical reception, and a bibliography of his work.

William Vollmann was born in Sacramento, California, in 1959. He grew up
in a wealthy family, but he was always drawn to the darker side of life. He
began writing at a young age, and he published his first novel, The
Rainbow Stories, in 1981.
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Vollmann has traveled extensively throughout the world, and his
experiences have had a profound impact on his writing. He has worked as
a war correspondent, a construction worker, and a gravedigger. He has
also spent time in prison, and he has been the victim of violence.

Vollmann's writing is often autobiographical, and he draws heavily on his
own experiences in his work. He is not afraid to write about difficult and
controversial topics, and he is always willing to challenge the status quo.

Vollmann's work has been praised by critics for its originality, intelligence,
and ambition. He has been compared to such literary giants as William
Faulkner, Thomas Pynchon, and Cormac McCarthy.

However, Vollmann's work has also been criticized for its violence,
misogyny, and racism. Some critics have accused him of being a
misanthrope and a nihilist.

Despite the controversy, Vollmann remains one of the most important
writers of our time. His work is a challenge, but it is also a rewarding
experience. Vollmann is a writer who is not afraid to push the boundaries,
and his work is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the
world we live in.

Vollmann's major works include:

Seven Dreams: A Book of North American Landscapes (1990)

Europe Central (2005)
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The Ice Shirt (2010)

Seven Dreams is a seven-volume historical novel that tells the story of the
American West from the perspective of Native Americans. Europe Central
is a massive novel that tells the story of the 20th century in Europe. The Ice
Shirt is a novel about a man who travels to Antarctica to search for his
missing brother.

These three novels are just a few examples of Vollmann's prolific output.
He is a writer who is always willing to take on new challenges, and he
never fails to surprise his readers.

The following is a bibliography of William Vollmann's work:

Novels

The Rainbow Stories (1981)

Whores for Gloria (1984)

The Butterfly Stories (1987)

You Bright and Risen Angels (1987)

The Rifles (1994)

The Royal Family (1999)

Europe Central (2005)

Poor People (2007)

The Ice Shirt (2010)

Imperial (2016)



Short Stories

The Moth and the Flame (1992)

The Atlas (1996)

The Cells (2000)

Last Stories and Other Stories (2006)

The Dying Grass (2015)

Essays

An Afghanistan Picture Show (1992)

The Rainbow Abyss (1993)

Why Are We Waiting? (1993)

Against the Day (1993)

The Book of Faces (1994)

The Atlas (1996)

Seven Dreams: A Book of North American Landscapes (1990)

Rising Up and Rising Down (2003)

Journalism

The Rifles (1994)

Into the Forbidden Zone (1996)

Dies the Fire (1996)

The Rainbow Abyss (1993)



The Kingdom of God (1998)

Poor People (2007)

Imperial (2016)

Vollmann is a prolific writer who has produced a vast and varied body of
work. He is a challenging writer, but he is also a rewarding one. Vollmann's
work is essential reading for anyone who wants to understand the world we
live in.
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